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Experts see PPML streetcars as ideal solutic
THE PARRY COMPANIES are residential districts. Projects are 2 | ;

responding positively to an approach being investigated in South Carolina &

by a partnership of American Tennessee, Kansas and California af

architects, urban planners and a time of rising transit ridership.

business strategists. The partnership This is a period of fundamental re

has begun promoting several appraisal of the carbased lifestyle

development projects which are which has characterised American

based around circulatory tram society for over half a century.

systems. During May and June, John Parry

Instead of designing the transit facility visited one of the prospective new
for commuting from suburb to urban town sites in South Carolina, while E oy
centre, the vision by Hart Seifer Kevin Hart and Barry Seifer came to
Partners and Urban Greenis fora  the UK to meet with the Parry firms |
unidirectional loop route which (comment page 2, main story pages |=
passes by all of the main destination 4-5). .
points in a town, and is within
convenient walking distance of all of
the apartments and houses in the

SIERRA LEONE REGENERH[R;SI PPM 60 RAILCAR NEARS COMPL
NEW MEASURES PROP Y

Tony Blair visit sparks new initiative O/
Former PM focuses on action

In Charlotte, South Carolina, a section of an-slfle streetcar| &
system has already been revived to provide transport in the City:

THE LONDON OFFICE of former Prime f
Minister Tony Blair has embarked upon a ’ 1
new initiative focused on alleviating poverty i
in Africa.
In early June, Mr Blair made a short visit to |
Freetown, Sierra Leone, for discussions wit
the newlyappointed President Koroma and
his full cabinet. Key priorities were set out
and these included roads, energy, ports and
airports.
Potential for transport and housing |
The Blair team has also noted interest : “\ 2 .
expressed in housing and transit; areas of COMING TOGETHER at Trail
otential relevance to the Parry companies. at lralways
'FI)'he former Prime Minister app};}ars t(r; agreeczl in Bloxwich: the first PPM 60 A Iso In This Issue..
Al @i lo G & r-rzigiedipode gal |

with the view that

that business enterprise has an important lowered on to its powered chassis | Abou and Malcolm start work on
On 16th June Parry Associates received a | The chassis had been delivered the] [ minister drives forward tramtrain
faxed letter from the Sierra Leone same morning fro concept, p3

government indicating that it would support | Works in Herefordshire. Testing of

proposals that the firm might present for the| this first Class 139 railcar at the % Success of Loanstock issue, p6

High & Dry bridge progress, p8

Scale model helps bogie
development, p8

start in July.




Comment

consider wider
implications.

The case in point
here happened just
outside Stourbridge
on 12th June 2008.
A large yellow lorry
with three men
Mvearing highvisibility

| By John Parr

jackets climbed out.

LOW CARBON TOWMSCURE FOR CAR ADDICTO

SIMPLE occurrences of actions arising out of age,
sometimes make you inconsiderateness, pressure of work,

importantly by the attack on quality of

life resulting from excessive dependence
on the motor car.

How can a low carbon town succeed? It
will succeed because people want to live
there and will pay equally as much as
they would for a completely conventional
town. This new thinking not only reduces
driving licence? Quite a few, | reckon. the environmental impact of a human
Governments, meanwhile, have settlement but also makes it a much
discovered that they can harvest a great more affordable place to set up house
deal of money out of these millions of  and then to live. Motoring has become

carelessness or sometimes momentary
driving mistake which result in loss of
licence. This induces a state of
desperation. How many mental
breakdowns, divorcedi even criminal
careersfi began with the loss of a

The task was simple: a small temporary cars and they are hardly likely to want to very much more expensive, particularly
road sign had blown down needing to becut off this source of revenue in a hurry. for US citizens who have traditionally

stood back up again and sand bags put But out of revenue comes a whole
back on its base. Before this task could variety of costs: tens of thousands of
be performed a second yellow lorry with people needing hospital treatment

spent very little money in filling their
tanks. The rise in gasoline prices is
therefore felt disproportionately in

two more men took up a position a few following road accidents (not to mention America. As a result there has been a

yards behind, displaying a huge blue sigrthest complaints arising from air

with a white arrow on it directing the
traffic away from the men who were
placing temporary traffic cones, as a
further means of diverting the traffic
away from the man who was standing

the sign back up.

huge increase in the patronage on public
pollution); repairs to worrout roads; transit and general demand for new

and, of course, standing up temporary systems, particularly raibased, to be put
traffic signs which have blown down. into place.

To cap it all, much of the raw material Parry comes in by making mass transit
involved in car use now has to be far more affordable on a small town
imported fi particularly the fuelfi scale, and it is small towns rather than

Why was all of this protection necessary™aking it necessary to work harder and massive cities that are growing in

Simple: there are

people driving cars

there whom my works managers would

not allow to put in

an electric plug or

handle a sharp tool. And why do we
permit i encourage everm people with
completely inadequate skills and
attitudes to own and drive cars?

Because we have

arranged our towns

harder finding things to export in order topopularityi not only because of the

pay for it all. Time for a re¢hink... reduced cost involved in moving from
My col |l eagues and place ta placewdthindhe eonurbgtion,
companies have discovered an but also for the better quality of life.
extraordinary meeting of minds following Our American friends and we agreed that
an approach from a group of architects, magic ingredients seem to be coming
urban planners and environmental together to deliver the three drivers of
experts working in California, Michigan choice in the planning of human

and cities in such a way that it is virtuallyand South Carolina in the United States settlements: convenience; immediate

impossible for them to leave home, go to(see pages 45).

work, attend school or hospital or go to

the shops without

using a motor car.

The compulsion to have instant access

to oneds

own mot or

because of the convenience and status
associated with being a car owner.

However, there are a numbe

local environment; and, most important
The new thinking that the Americans  of all, economics.

have brought to our table comes under Where does this lead? A low carbon
the description 6 NtwnisUaidma soithatmidually aih i ¢ h
a reaction to theechainging @sycherine m eesidential areas, shopping centres,
American society, caused partially by  schools, hospitals, parks and cinemas
worries over climate but more are within convenient walking distance
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MINISTER CLARIFIES YORKSHHRRAIRANRESCRIPTIO

Rail minister Tom Harris speaking at t
House of Commons seminar in Ma

DURING MAY 2008, the rail and transport
media were full of the Department for
Transportds

vehicles with enhanced braking will have on 47) i had expressed his view that Parry

the costs of infrastructure maintenance and
the provision of fixed equipment such as
signalling on branch lines.

6Another objective i
standards and determine where changes

People Movers lightweight railcar technology
ought to play an important future in the rail
industry.

s t o Ninsterial reassurantéee
A reply from Mr Harris arrived on 24th May

thereto would enable lightweight rail vehicles and contained considerable reassurances;

to interrun safely with traditional heavy rail

vehicles on main |in
Triumph or disaster?

For the Parry companies, this initiative as

originally announced contained elements of

both triumph and disaster.

The O6triumphd consi s

endorsement of the themes of lightweighting

6You are not precluded
betievedthat, if successful, they open the
market for the wider introduction of
lightweight vehicles and hybrid drive trains
which are clearly opportunities that will
interest your company ... No decision has

bednof akemassei uthes heae | BE Wr

product for the tram train trial ... Later

and hybrid propulsion systems, in which Parrphases of this trial could include flywheel

Associates are recognised as being among
the leading exponents.

and train operator Northern Rail to undertakein most of the news stories that it was

a A24million trial
on the Penistone Line in Yorkshire.

five and seven vehicles and a significant
amount of work adapting the infrastructure.
Wanted: lightweight, hybrid rail
According to the Department, the trial has
several objectives:
benefits that the use of lightweight rail

technology subject to the availability of
suitably developed

Speaking at a seminar held in a committee

of n6@&ndedTt -théesahdeplt fedg hEBumdmbaydya House of Commons on 20th May

rolling stock, which would effectively rule outthe Minister made it clear that the trardrain
This will involve the procurement of between involvement of the PPM flywhedlased

railcar technology developed for the
operation at Stourbridge.

The issue was of sufficient significance for
the company to write to seek clarification

initiative was not only vital to driving down
costs of operating the smaller lines of
Britainbds national r
provide the opportunity to revive light rail
development in a number of urban areas

ai

fiodmad minister Toro Hadrie MR, whi winle whterle many projects are currently stalled due

visiting Stourbridge in 2007 (see Parry News

to the high cost of conventional systems.

LETTERS TO THE ERGTE

Schumacherds conc

in hisSmall is Beautiful The

explain. It is true that one meets the
ecpasianal inistee on ¢ha receiving end of

Your leader in the last Parry News about the aid funds who feels that he is being fobbed

proposed abandonment of the term
6l ntermedi at e
Practical Action (formerly ITDG) led us to
consider why, more than 20 years ago, we
chose to join the supporters of Parry
Associates.

off with mereintermediate technology, in

in order,
Techod on

but in g-en
anyon€edhdz

technologies we will not only provide much

concise and not at all difficult toimproved facilities but also create

opportunities for the local builder and trained
skilled labourers to earn a better living in the
future. Already one of our Zambian builders,
Alfred Muyabe, has been asked to build Parry

T e ¢ h n o Wwhich gage sdmg gehtle perseabian maytbg roofs for five people.

€orfiadlout pnaraureadeasrcan oigit f or c e
Iwavndbdilditinterhatiohadt érgor give me a call

this is not a reason to drop the concept or theon 01743 246317.

Schumacher term.

Andrew Jowett

We saw a company which made it possible We cannot understand why ITDG has decide€hief Executive

for enterprising people in poor communities

to remove this important motto from its

Build IT International

to launch viable businesses producing things masthead in favour of the polyvalent and

that everyone needs. The catalyst, which
opened up the business and job
opportunities, was the technology devised
expressly for the developing world by your
company.

The machine for making concrete roof tiles
was an excellent example. A village builder
could purchase roof tiles from a distant
central factory or he could stick with
traditional thatch or make do with ubiquitous
corrugated iron. Buintermediate technology
A in the form of affordable equipment and
easily communicable skilli could bring jobs
and business income into the village, with
benefits for all in terms of economic
independence and a higher standard of
housing.

And since the outlay on equipment was so
modest and usually recoverable through
sales, the need for charity was minimised,
especially if small business loans were
available. In this way development could be
achieved not by charitable transfer but
through businessto-business relationships,
i.e. between partners equally dependent on
delivering the right goods to their customers
at the right price.

Intermediate technology is the core concept
here, as it was the core concept for

therefore impactl ess
However, we must presume they know their
business. But if they take this course, then it
will be left to Parry Associates to be the
guardians of this vital and fertile component
of the Schumacher legacy.

Andrew and Julia Gordon

Intermediate technology creates better lives
| read the points you made in your latest
editorial (Tail Wags Dog, Parry News 50), an
they resonated with me.

Unlocking the limitless potential of poor
people does require investment and
intermediate technologies have proved time
and again to be effective in helping to
establish small enterprises. This is the best
route out of poverty for those struggling to
make a living in the massive informal
economies of Africa and elsewhere.

Here at Build IT International we are trying tg
do just that (and, yes, the IT does stand for
intermediate technology!). This year we are
working with communities and local builders
in Zambia to construct two new community
schools, teachers' houses and a boys'
dormitory.

Using local labour, Parry tile and other
appropriate building material

° MEANWHILE, IN'MALAWIS -
INTERMEDIATE TECHNOLOGY
IN ACTION

SMART NEW school classrooms in

Malawi. This picture was taken in
June 2008 by Malcolm Alcock, wha
together with two
associate technicians, Abou Manneh
and Levi Lugoséi is currently
providing training and technical help to}
the UK government supported Malawi
Education Building Programme.

Over 3,000 classrooms and district
education centre buildings have been
constructed using locally produced
blocks and tiles.
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FEATURE ARTICLIE

JOINT ANGAMERICAN APPROACH TO LOW CARBON

ONew Urbanismdé sets guidelines for planners an:

=l Mature settlements where people based public transport. Most notable
W | already live and work. In contrast to the are the heritage trams, drawn at 9mph
impression of a nation in trouble, by underground cables and fundamental
| experiencing economic recession and to movement between higher and lower
loss of selfesteem, half the world still  parts of the City. Hart and Seifer have
S| seems to want to go and settle there. Saconcluded thatf with careful application
| strong population growth demands the of architectural design, introduction of
| creation of new places to live. small heritagestyle PPM trams, and
| New towns present a unique opportunity:application of the New Urbanism
/ R .4 to be built to a prescription that reflects prescriptioni it will be possible to

Model displaying New Urbanism: peop |l eds concerns arbateand gven sarpassrthe Sam of
creating the ambience of an older erfi- 11SINg importance): Francisco 6ambienced.
town centre but with technologies frojn 1) their carbon footprint In a leisure context, operators have

the 21st century 2) their quality of life; and begun to deal with visitor transit by trying

3) the cost of taking routine journeys to create a heritage streetcatike
MOTORISTS QUEUING at filling stationdA pr escri pti on f or expddenee byjutting tnaiMikerbddieh a s
to buy what has become a shockingly  been developed and is shown in the boxon to conventional bus chassis. These

expensive fuel essential to propel their below. are only partially successful and tend to
cars may look be avoided by the
askance at the way A Prescription for New Urbanism ordinary folk going
planners and 1. The neighbourhood has a discernible centre with a transit stop. This is often|gpout their
developers have square or a green and sometimes a busy or memorable street corner. business. But put
decided to lay out | 2. Most of the dwellings are within a fiveninute walk of the centre, an average ofpublic transport on
the district in which roughly 2,000 feet. to rails and

they live. Intheir | 3. There are a variety of dwelling type& usually houses, rowhouses [terraced | everyone rides.
childhoods it was houses] and apartmentsd so that younger and older people, singles and UK delay

easily possible to families, the poor and the wealthy may find places to live. PPML directors

walk to the corner | 4. Atthe edge of the neighbourhood, there are shops and offices of sufficiently| remember the

shop, visit the varied types to supply the weekly needs of a household. delight with which
library and go to 5. An elementary school is close enough so that most children can walk from | the public received
school, while just a their home. the street

generation earlier, | 6. The streets are relatively narrow and shaded by rows of trees. This slows | demonstration of a
almost everyone traffic, creating an environment suitable for pedestrians and bicycles. tiny heritagestyle
could get quickly to | 7- Buildings in the neighbourhood centre are placed close to the street, creatingtram in Brighton

their factory or a welkdefined outdoor room. and Swansea in the
office in a bus or 8. Certain prominent sites at the termination of street vistas or in the mid-1990s. The
tram. So why is it neighbourhood centre are reserved for civic buildings. These provide sites fofact that nothing

that nowadays community meetings, education, and religious or cultural activities. came of these early
nearly every such initiatives could be
journey must be made by car? Armed with this new approach, two put down to the very early stage of
These feelings are currently being Michiganbased creative thinkers in the product development and the lack of
expressed in America where, more than field of urban design, Kevin Hart and imagination of the civic authorities,
anywhere, neighbourhoods have becomearry Seifer, assisted by JimmHeidof San nf |l uenced by &dmen i n
arranged as if a car journey between Franciscebased Urban Green 6dondt b & letssonmedne move r
points A and B will be convenient and  (www.urbangreen.net)have identified f i r st 6. I't now | ooks

cheap, even though vast amounts of  that the key ingredientii starting point  will be an American.
space have needed to be devoted to eveniii s a <ci rcul at or kart8eifer Bartiers alie pat yogetherm (¢
roads and parking lots. tramway). This would run on embedded an outline strategy for associating their

With the price of fuel increasing seven steel tracks to show long term American architectural and urban

fold in a decaded a frequently heard commitment, give a steady, predictable pl anning services wit
expression is 0t he rideansd,tbecause ofghe sfiiciericynof s

killing us! o F o r steehwdedeloh steel rady miaimisec a
resourceful and have the ability to act  energy consumption.
quickly. While plans for light rail Enduring appeal of San Francisco

schemes in the UK languish expensively Of cities in the United States, one that il
on the desks of lawyers, consultants andstands out as providing about the best IZI ’
public sector officials, literally dozens of quality of life is San Francisco. A i

US projects are ongoing and those feature of that city, as with Freiburg in |7
systems that have already been Germany, is the high extent to which
implemented are experiencing surging locals and visitors alike use the rail

demand. But these light rail schemes The Germans got there first! The suburb of Va
ge_nerally solve only the, problems of the near Freiburgd built to be served by local tram
daily commute and are intended for, with a grasstrack tramway
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http://www.urbangreen.net/

tangible marketing and project
development work.

£ | From the British prospective, it has bee
gratifying to discover that the American
partners had searched worldwide for a
transit system that could be

| implemented in smaller localities using
il relatively small budgets, and their firm
conclusion was that PPM technology

P

. e e
by delivering benefits associated with a —
Cities like Myrtle Beach, South Carolinalf electrified system without electrification | Buses pretending to be heritage trams pre
need transport systems to attract visitord § has attained a considerable || acommon occurrence in many tourisf
and ease the difficulty of providing sufficie mtechnological lead and seems the 1 areas in North America, although mogr—
parking space close to the main attractio Shatural choice for the smaller towns |l ocal residents OWwoul d
— — - - . in them! This is Savannah, Georgia
facilities for designing and implementing where the partnership expects to be
light rail and trolley (tram) systems. active. further visit strengthened the conviction
A transAtlantic partnership Rising out of the strength of commitmentthat the organisations should naturally
As early as 2007, HarSeifer had achieved during Jo waoktdetheragddhat, ivduescourse,t o t

included a circulatory Parry rail system inUS, Kevin Hart and Barry Seifer acceptedlair in real estate development coupled
the conceptual plan for a new town on his invitation to come to the UK on a factwith innovations in transit will produce a
the coast of South Carolina. As a result -finding mission with the objective of unique and wellresourced partnership.

of the strong interest being generated bymeeting and securing commitment to The product follows the market

this proposal, John Parry decided tovisitpr oceed fr om t he t ®ane tf e madketipganvastgaidns led
the area in May 2008. Site visits and  boards. to the conclusion that the American
meetings were held over systems which create the
several days with Kevin strongest public affection
Hart, Barry Seifer and Jim ) - oty ;,—_:, and patronage are based on

Heid. Several other Lk
important stake-holders R
were visited, including
Carolina Coast University,
and representatives of
local professional and real
estate development firms.
It became clear that
several other localities, for
which Hart Seifer and
Urban Green are already
contracted to do work,
provide promising
scenarios for lightweight
streetcar systems to
operate. Parry America is
the provisional name of a
new joint venture
organisation that will have
office facilities available to it in provision and consulting services
Michigan and California. In the which will be especially valuable to
early days of the new venture, all parties This visit was undertaken over the periodhe promoters of new human

are contributing 0 StwRthIunee Kavin dng Barry wera t settlements, purposedesigned with low
completion of full legal agreement the  able to undertake rides at Stourbridge carbon, low life time costs and a better
proposal is to deploy around $1million inon the prototype PPM 50 railcar, and on quality of life in mind.

start-up finance in order to begin two of the very early flywheel
test vehicles, built
in the 1990s, which
1 can still be
operated at Cradle
| Heath. They also
saw the powered
chassis for the first
of the two new PP
60 Stourbridge
railcars. The
meetings that took |
place during this |

classic heritage forms of

. vehicle operating in an urban

= | setting characteristic in style
— | with townscapes of the early

—1 part of the 20th century.

Combining this with modern

turn-up-and-go frequency

| creates a formula for a new

=1 concerns and tastes. The
_ﬂ business strategy sets out to
1. 1] confirm competitive
advantage and to set in
1 progress development of

s : . powerful branding and
X Rt ”"“x‘“‘mW%ﬁ'm marketing messages that will
- - add up to a business that
combines the equipment

In plans for another Kevin Hart development, a new ho el
has been designed to a traditional st§lewith a heritage
trolley shown as the obvious means of getting there

Left to right; Kevin Hart, Prof Michael Roberts (Dean, College of Naturall& | — .
Applied Sciences, Coastal Carolina University), John Parry, Liz Gilland (chair, American markets favour heritageyle trams,
Hollis County Council), Barry Seifer, and Kevin Barnes (RPN Engineers) The PPM 30 type illustrates the concept
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FORMULA 1 ENGINEERING COMPANY PARALLELS PP

L

IN MAY 2008, Parry Associates learned
of the existence of another innovative
engineering company putting forward the
flywheel as a means of recovering and
storing the energy lost by a vehicle when |8
it brakes. Flybrid Systems, based at the
Silverstone circuit, are applying their
research in the hightech area of
Formula 1 motor racing.

Comparing energy storage techniques |8
Two of Flybridds di
Doug Cross, have visited Cradley Heath |
and Stourbridge for an exchange of
ideas. As well as experiencing the
operation of a 50passenger rail vehicle
using flywheel energy storage, they
brought with them a suitcasesized unit
able to recover the braking energy of a
racing car with driver. The device is
capable of spinning at tens of thousands
of revolutions per minute in order to
store a lot of energy in a very small
space using very little weight. Like Parrycar itself. There is als
Associates, Flybrid are firmly convinced the question of overall efficiency: even other (Parry) midech; this is not a
that a flywheetbased system will emergethe highly regarded Toyota Prius may besource of conflict but should provide

Directors of Flybrid Systems discuss the kigbh flywheel devic
with Parry Associatesd6 techlnica

as significantly better in whole life as low as 3040% efficient in energy mutual reassurance.

applications than the most common recovery, while the battery system adds The companies realise that a wider
current approach to hybrid vehicles: a  significantly to the weight of the car. deployment of flywheel energy storage
battery of one form or another. One of Hightech, midtech technology can only be good for them

the leading contenders for future battery Parry and Flybrid concluded that they aréoth so they have committed to keep
energy storage is lithium ion, but presentcommitted to the same general technicaldialogue open and further exchanges of
technologies could cost as much as the area with one (Flybrid) higtech and the ideas or even collaboration are possible.

NEW SHREWSBURY OFFICES FOR BEWM IFPANSTOCK I5SL
ON 16th MAY the trustees of Build IT NEARLY SOLD OlJT

International, the new intermediate technology PPMLS8s RECENT 1ssule o

chanty which is concentrating on c_onstrugtlon £200,000 of 2011 -13 7.5% loan stock
projects, organised a small gathering of friend has proved to be a considerable succes
and supporters to celebrate the opening of its > P .

X ) Atits meetingon®June, the|] co
new offices in the Pump House, Shrewsbury. board was pleased to hear that stock
The building also provides accommaodation for subscri tiOI’F])S were aoproachin
other environmentallyaware charities and ~ p PP n9 .

; A170,000. This infclu
businesses, and uses renewable energy and o .
overd from the previo

several energy conserving systems. 2005-07 6% loan stock, demonstrating
The charity itself has been expanding its work .
the commitment of supporters to the

rapidly, especially in southern Africa, with smart new school classrooms and
~ ; P People Movers venture.
teachersd houses taking the place of an ess hleal
. ; X i, Over £110,000 of new Subscriptions
Build IT has a big task ahead in areas where poorer communities have had to )
; : have been received.
make do with appalling standards of

or

The Pump House, Shrewsbu

. The reason for PPML approaching its

accommodation, and where teachers .

. shareholders and loanstock holders with
sometimes hold classes under trees.

the 7.5% stock offer was in anticipation
of additional need for working capital
during the later stages of construction of
the two railcars for the Stourbridge Town
branch line service.

The company fully recognises the
importance of maintaining good
relatlonsrgpus iW|thd'tS §_U;ijlers, even

A new | eafl et explai-n and

I n J S .
future intentions includes pictures of smartly| Wher% this means paying ?or equipment

turned-out children (left) under the Parry tiled |@nd materials several weeks before
roof of their new school building (above) payment for the finished vehicles is

received from the customers.
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