
AS REPORTED in earlier issues of 

Parry News, JPAõs representative for 

the Southern Sudan, Mr Aniek Tong 

Atak, has now left his teaching post in 

London in order to take up a senior 

position covering building services for 

the University of 

Juba.  The 

arrangement 

allows for Aniek 

to introduce 

practical activity 

based around a 

production 

workshop with 

the capacity to 

supply 

demonstration quantities of tiles, 

blocks and flooring elements using 

Parry technology.  The latest news is 

that both Aniek and his plant are now 

installed in Juba. 

Meanwhile, Parry Associates are 

investigating increasing the 

involvement of Southern Sudanese 

people now resident in Britain and 

Europe who wish to play a part in 

creating new enterprises in the newly-

emerging southern federal state.  

Aman, Aniekõs daughter, who is soon 

to start a graduate course in civil 

engineering, visited Cradley Heath in 

early November to gain work 

experience and discuss ways of 

engaging the interest of the diaspora 

community to support projects in their 

home countries. 

AFTER A PERIOD of detailed document 

preparation, and some procurement 

delays, the decision by the rail industry to 

commission the building of the two new 

railcars was finally made on November 

5th.  This imposes a tight timescale for 

building, testing and approving the 

vehicles for an end of June 2008 delivery 

deadline. 

Railway re-opening initiative to help new 

tram trains into service, page 5 

London Midland launched, page 7 

Railcar supply chain starts work, page 8 
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RAILCAR SUPPLY CONTRACT SIGNED 
ENTITLEMENT ISSUE SUCCESS 
IN EXPECTATION of the order for two 

railcars to operate under the new West 

Midlands franchise, the board of Parry 

People Movers Ltd decided to approach its 

shareholders with an entitlement issue of 

ordinary shares.  This move would  allow 

the company to step up its marketing 

activity so that, during supply of the first 

two production vehicles, new orders for 

further vehicles could be put into the 

pipeline.  Although the processing of the 

issue was badly disrupted by the postal 

strike, and there is a possibility that some 

shareholders did not receive all the papers, 

a handy sum in excess of £70,000 has 

already been received. 

 

¶ Sanitation for Sierra Leone, p3 

¶ PPML prospects in Northern England, p4-5 

¶ Build IT expands in Zambia, p6 

¶ Rainwater collection at Stourbridge, p6 

¶ Scale models of London Midland railcars 
for sale, p7 

Also In  Th is  Issue . . . 

Parry People Movers directors Roger 

Sansom and John Parry (seated) sign the 

contract for the supply of two PPM 60 

railcars for the West Midlands franchise.  

Witnessing the moment are Will Day, 

Finance Director of Porterbrook 

Leasing, and Leila Frances, 

Mobilisation Director for London 

Midland 

Aman Aniek Atak  

Page 1 

Artistôs impression of PPM 60 

railcar in London Midland livery 

(Image by Best Impressions) 

Agreement with Porterbrook and London Midland imposes deadlines 

for Britainõs first ôTram-Trainõ-style operation 

ANIEK & PLANT ARRIVE IN JUBA 



CONSIDERING the 

confusion over the 

best way to stabilise 

the climate, I 

thought that there 

may be an 

opportunity to 

provide a view from 

Cradley Heath.  No 

deep philosophy or 

calculation - just a little horse sense. 

Opinions differ, for instance, about 

biofuel.  It is said we should plant crops, 

which then having accumulated the 

sunõs energy and CO2 from the 

atmosphere, provide ôa nice clean fuelõ 

which is both economic and sustainable.  

But then someone else says that in order 

to produce this biofuel, people in places 

like Borneo and Brazil will cut down large 

areas of rainforest, which hitherto were 

providing a valuable service absorbing 

carbon dioxide from the atmosphere.  

Confusion also arises about other ôideal 

solutionsõ for exploiting energy which is 

freely available: sunshine, wind, tides, 

waves, water descending from high 

ground, thermal sources and nuclear 

power, none of which release CO2.  The 

snag?  In order to convert these forms of 

energy into the means of heating and 

lighting cities, propelling vehicles, 

cooking food and running industrial 

processes, a great deal of capital 

investment is involved.  A massive steel 

or concrete tower with its gearboxes and 

rotors making up a wind turbine 

obviously consumes a huge 

amount of energy getting it into place: 

this is ôsunkõ energy.  It would be 

farcical if more energy needed to be 

invested to save energy than the 

quantity of energy that would be saved. 

Ordinary people see matters in 

financial terms.  A solar energy device 

with a payback of 50 years is a case in 

point, but may still be installed as a 

gesture.  The glad tidings in the autumn 

of 2007 are that Britainõs railway 

authorities have found a niche for Parry 

People Movers technology, which avoids 

the self-defeating, flawed solutions that 

save energy but require too much to be 

sunk in the process.  The railcars which 

will enter service will consume as little as 

one fifth of the fuel that was needed for 

the heavy railcars previously used.  But 

assessing the resources involved in 

setting up the service you can be sure 

that far less energy will be used to build 

the two PPM 60 railcars than in the 

supply of conventional modern trains. 

Our project has also involved creating a 

purpose-built depot to protect and 

maintain the railcars, using our other 

technologies as the most practical way 

of getting the building in place.  

However, some very significant benefits 

have emerged in terms of reducing the 

energy ôsunkõ in a building of this size.  

Applying lightweighting techniques for 

the manufacture of the elements which 

went into the floors, walls and roof of the 

Stourbridge depot at least 30 tons of 

concrete has been saved.  Yet the 

building is still 

strong, secure, 

safe and 

durable. 

This new 

pamphlet, 

ôParry 

Environmentalõ, 

has been prepared to inform a mainly 

overseas audience (because Parry 

building materials technologies are used 

in tropical developing countries of the 

world).  However, there could be some 

lessons here for industrialised western 

countries.  The pamphlet describes a 

range of material and weight-saving 

methods, saving also much of the timber 

normally used as formwork and roof 

structures.  It describes the results of 30 

years of trials into ways of building with 

materials such as unfired (sun-dried) 

bricks, which consume virtually no non-

renewable energy in their manufacture.  

We believe that the construction industry 

has as much to learn as the transport 

industry about genuine energy 

conservation.  Cement manufacture is 

the source of 5% of new CO2 entering the 

atmosphere.   Because of the use of 

plain, lightweight technology to create 

these savings, the benefits stack up 

because far less capital investment is 

involved. 

Cradley Heath, November 2007 

Environmental 

pamphlet, 

available from 

JPA on request 

SAVE MORE, SINK LESS 
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Mr Tiedze Bob Chapi 
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PO Box 20727, Monarch 
Francistown 
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Tel: + 232 76639755 
theconcreteproducts@yahoo.com 
 
 
SOUTHERN AFRICA 
Mr Deva Ponnoosami 
Southern Marketing Services 
28 Crest Road, Croydon, CR2 7JQ 
United Kingdom 
Tel: +44 20 8651 4212 
Fax: +44 20 8651 3377 
deva@southernmarketing.co.uk 
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Suite 501 Station Building 
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London, NW8 0SR 
United Kingdom 
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SRI LANKA 
Mrs Esther David 
HDL Development Ltd 
78 Canal Road, Hendala, Wattala 
Sri Lanka 
Tel: +94 21 222 3877 
hebdavid@sltnet.lk 
 
 
THAILAND 
Mr Geoffrey Wheeler 
CVBT 
Km 147 Thaninogkhai Road 
Group 5, Ban Thin, 
Tambon Ban That, Ampher Phen 
Udon Thani 41150 
Thailand 
Tel: +66 42 248423 
cvbt@loxinfo.co.th 
 
 
UGANDA 
Mr John Magnay 
MAGRIC (U) Ltd 
Plot 103, Jinja Road 
PO Box 3218, Kampala 
Uganda 
Tel +256 41232100 
Fax: +256 41220926 
jmagnay@infocom.co.ug 
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Mr David Fisher 
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Tel: +260 95 749313 
davidbf2003@yahoo.co.uk 
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Comment 

By John Parry 



 O DELAY IN SOUTH AFRICA SHANTY 

UPGRADE PROJECT 

SEVERAL SOUTH AFRICAN CITIES are 

having to cope with the embarrassment of 

having world class municipal centres with 

shopping malls, offices, hotels and upper 

income housing in some areas, but in 

others untidy, overcrowded and 

sometimes squalid slums and shanty 

towns dating back to the Apartheid era 

still the only accommodation available.  

The Municipality of Ethekweni is poised to 

embark on a major shanty upgrading 

project involving local manufacture of 

basic building elements.  Having visited 

the education building programme in 

Malawi, officials were sufficiently 

impressed to invite proposals from JPAõs 

representative Mr Deva Ponnoosami of 

Southern Marketing Ltd to supply 20 

manufacturing plants to start off the 

programme.  Accordingly, Deva arranged 

for two technicians, Kerushin Reddy and 

Goonasagaran Ganasen, to spend several 

weeks training in Parry workshops and 

has requested a multi-product 

demonstration unit to be sent out to 

Durban for the technicians to work with.  

What is really needed however is for the 

main 

procurement to 

be completed so 

that the 

programme can 

get going full 

speed. 

This activity had begun with a 

flourish in the early Millennium years 

under a programme supported by 

the Commonwealth Secretariat.  

However, the Sierra Leone 

programme only reached the stage 

of installing training facilities and 

has had, as yet, little impact on the 

economy as a whole.  Requests for 

wider international support for the 

essential further phase of 

commercialism from 2003 onwards 

fell on deaf ears.  This new 

programme will no doubt help to 

revive the original objective of 

encouraging local resource-based 

building materials manufacture.  

This time the incentive will be from 

grassroots up and it is hoped that 

this will signal the end to the 

countryõs long term dependence on 

corrugated iron for its roofing. 

AS REPORTED BY JPAõs Sierra Leone 

associate Mr Senesi Fawundu, the 

Pejeh Development Organisation, a 

community based body, has begun a 

rural sanitation programme 

supported by a British charity.  This 

involves the sinking of bore-holes to 

provide fresh water and the 

construction of hundreds of smart 

new latrines.  One of the underlying 

objectives of the programme is to 

combine the improvement to the 

health of the population with provision 

of livelihoods, with local people 

participating in both manufacturing 

and construction activities. 

 

Mr Fawundu and his wife Mariana, 

who is a leading figure in community 

work in the Pejeh chiefdom, believe 

that this programme will help to 

realise the long awaited larger scale 

introduction of locally-made building 

materials in Sierra Leone. 

JUST WHEN Blackpoolõs venerable 

traditional British tramway has had to 

shut for repairs for the first time in a 

century, other resorts have begun to 

show a much stronger interest than 

before in the heritage profile version of 

the PPM railcar. 

In Bournemouth particularly the 

distance between the leisure 

attractions which cluster around the 

two piers at Boscombe and 

Bournemouth have always ôcried outõ 

for an attractive transport shuttle 

system ð and not just a Dotto tractor 

and trailer ôLand Trainõ which provides 

some kind of service to the public. 

Councillor Phil Stanley-Watts has been 

campaigning effectively for a PPM-style 

tramway and has mobilised local 

papers.  The Bournemouth Echo in 

particular is keeping the public 

informed of possibilities.  PPMLõs 

chairman John Parry has been 

invited to address a meeting of 

interested parties on December 5th 

and visitors from the resort are 

expected soon at Stourbridge. 

The resort of Bournemouth began 

enquiries into the PPM heritage style 

tramway concept in the 1990õs as did 

Great Yarmouth Borough Council which 

has long sought the means to connect 

the Esplanade to the Harbourside area 

which are situated less than a mile 

apart.  A visit by the proprietors of the 

Leisure Beach accompanied by council 

officers is expected in the New Year. 

Page 3 

PARRY ROOFING ADOPTED FOR RURAL 

SANITATION PROJECT IN SIERRA LEONE 
50 cluster villages in Pujehun district to get ôEco-Sanitationõ latrines 

SOMALILAND CUSTOMER ASKS FOR 

MORE TECHNICAL SUPPORT 
A CUSTOMER IN SOMALILAND, Mr 

Mohammed Barre, purchased equipment 

for roofing, blocks, paving and the High and 

Dry system in December 2005, and the 

plant has been successfully installed.  

Blocks and paving slabs are being produced 

and he now requires additional training on 

the High and Dry floor and roofing systems.  

Abou Manneh, JPAõs Gambian associate, 

gave valuable assistance to Mohammed 

Barre in 2006 but is now unable to travel 

via the UK because of what appears to be a 

technical infringement relating to his UK 

Visa entitlement.  Instead, JPAõs Kenyan 

director Nick Evans has offered one of his 

skilled workers to help out.  JPA MD John 

Parry may make a short trip to Somaliland 

to check out the local situation and get 

training started, leaving the Kenyan 

technician to complete the programme.  

Meanwhile, JPA have developed an 

improved version of the High and Dry 

moulding system and are preparing a small 

replacement pack to be despatched to 

Hargeisa via Dubai. 

HERITAGE PROFILE STREET TRAMS BACK IN FAVOUR 

New óLadies and Gentsô amenities 

bring solidity and cleanliness to a 

much-neglected communal activity! 

Senesi Fawunduôs workshop 

base in Bo district 

PPM Car 7 has been prepared for 

viewing during the forthcoming visit 

Demonstration plant being 

readied for shipment 



CAN PPM RAILCARS BE THE MEANS TO ENHANCE RAIL 

SERVICES IN PARTS OF NORTHERN ENGLAND? 

FEATURE ARTICLE 
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INTEREST IS BEING EXPRESSED in 

potential uses of Parry People Movers 

railcars in half a dozen localities from 

Alnwick, close to the Scottish border, 

to the Cheshire 

and Derbyshire 

area adjacent 

to the English 

Midlands.  The 

factors which 

most affect 

such interest 

becoming 

practical reality 

are (a) track in 

existence, 

complete and in a 

condition good enough 

for light railcars to use, (b) absence of 

a ôsitting tenantõ - a franchised train 

operating company already running 

passenger services (as was the case 

at Stourbridge), (c) a latent supply of 

passengers ready to use a new service 

and, (d) a champion - influential 

individual or organisation prepared to 

take on the work of bringing the 

service into being. 

The ôchampioningõ entity has been in 

existence for a decade in 

Northumberland, but a whole new line 

needs to be built between Alnwick to 

Alnmouth Station on the East Coast  

 

 

Main Line and it could take years for 

interest to convert into orders for light 

railcars or tram-trains.   

The Ribble Branch 

In the city of Preston the city council, 

which has its own bus company, find 

that economic growth has been 

outstripping the provision of road 

space.  Even though distances from 

outskirts to centre are short, traffic 

congestion is leading to lengthy delays 

to passengers.  The council do 

however have a railway line, ôthe 

Ribble Branchõ, linking the 

docks to the city centre.  The 

main dock has now become 

a marina with commercial 

and leisure premises and 

new residential development 

adjacent to the waterside.  

This, together with the 

requirement for park and 

ride facilities to ease city 

centre parking, makes 

the provision of a 

weekday 

rail facility 

very attractive.  Funds 

are being sought in order 

to investigate capital 

costs involved in creating 

the system and the 

operating economics of 

running it.  Exchange 

visits have taken place 

involving the city council 

and its agency ôCity Brandõ and 

representatives of PPML.  Preston Bus 

Chief Executive, Mr Peter Bell, has 

expressed interest, as has the 

Environmental Directorate of 

Lancashire County Council, which has 

its offices in Preston. 

North Cheshire 

Promoting the idea of 

PPM railcars being 

used on an existing 

line in the South 

Merseyside area, the 

North Cheshire Rail 

Users Group has 

among its objectives 

to improve the train 

services, now very 

infrequent, between 

Helsby and Ellesmere 

Port.  NCRUG is 

investigating the 

economic case for a 

Stourbridge-type shuttle 

service calling at Elton 

and Stanlow, with prospects of 

additional passenger demand if there 

were a frequent service.  In October 

NCRUG invited John Parry to visit the 

area in order to look at the situation 

on the ground and to give a keynote 

address to the Groupõs AGM on the 

same evening.   

Although the journey is very short, 

taking 30 minutes for the whole round 

trip - Helsby-Ellesmere Port-Helsby - 

there are only four trains a day giving 

little convenience or flexibility to 

prospective rail users.  But like 

Stourbridge Junction, Helsbyõs other 

platform is very busy, with trains 

between Manchester and Chester 

stopping there every few minutes. 

One factor which emerged is the 

apparent availability of land which 

could be developed for housing.  City 

workers are increasingly being 

discouraged from using their cars, 

particularly into Manchester.  As with 

the Stourbridge branch, the Ellesmere 

Port line 

could bring 

commuters to join the fast inter-urban 

train services while their cars remain 

at home.  In the other direction a 

potential collaborator is a large 

glassware manufacturer at the 

Ellesmere Port end of the line, many of 

whose workers live in Elton and 

Helsby.  In general a prospect worth 

encouraging. 

Northallerton Link 

The Wensleydale Railway in Yorkshire 

has been taking an active interest in 

the PPM light railcar concept in view of 

the opportunity to introduce passenger 

services from the busy market town of 

Bedale and the North Yorkshire county 

town of Northallerton.  At the end of 

October news came in of an act of 

generosity arising out of a sad event - 

the death of the popular and talented 

railway engineer, Clive Roberts.  Clive 

worked for Corus Railway 

Infrastructure Services in York but was 

also one of the founders and a 

devoted supporter of the Wensleydale 

Railway  He died in 2006 at the 

tragically young age of 46.  His 

colleagues at CRIS, backed by the 

offer from the Company of freely 

donated resources, have decided to 

sponsor the surveying and engineering 

design work for the ômissing linkõ 

between Northallerton station on the  

East Coast Main Line and the  

Chester to Manchester service 

calls at Helsby Station 

Helsby looking East where the lightly used line to 

Ellesmere Port (foreground) connects to the main 

railway (far right) 

Marina at what was previously Prestonôs 

industrial port 



Wensleydale line which passes 500 

metres to the North East of the station.  

Welcoming news of the Corus offer on 

behalf of the Wensleydale Railway, the 

director of Communities and 

Regeneration Ian Sesnan said: 

òMaking the connection between 

Northallerton Station and the 

Wensleydale line will open up many new 

possibilities as it will bring WRõs 

remaining five miles of line between 

Leeming Bar and Northallerton into 

regular use.  This will link Wensleydale 

once again with the East Coast Main 

Line, making ôgreen tourismõ easier and 

enabling people of the dale easier 

access to the goods and services in the 

market town of Northallerton.ó 

Peak connection 

The provincial town of Wirksworth in the 

Peak District of Derbyshire with a 

population of 10,000 is an attraction for 

tourists enjoying seeing ôwell-dressingõ 

and other rural pursuits.  It is also less 

than a mile to the very popular Peak Trail 

which has a railway line linking it to the 

station at Duffield on the Midland Main 

Line.  But Wirksworth has no public train 

services!  An enthusiast-supported 

private organisation, the Ecclesbourne 

Valley Railway Ltd, has cleared the 

undergrowth from the line which will 

soon also serve the village of Idringehay.  

Meanwhile the railway has been offering 

short leisure trips but generally going no 

further than the southern edge 

of Wirksworth Town.  The EVR 

directors and public authorities 

have begun a scheme to 

develop the facilities around 

Wirksworth Yard for testing 

purposes and light industry 

serving other railway businesses 

in the North and Midlands.  

PPMLõs cooperation is being 

sought but this can only happen 

on the understanding that 

serious investigation can begin 

into the possibility of 

establishing a rail connection to 

the Peak Trail within 

the National Park.  

The park attracts 

millions of visitors 

each year.  The 

venture will require the cooperation of 

many organisations, not least the main 

line railway authorities facilitating more 

frequent services stopping at Duffield to 

meet the Wirksworth trains. 

Two other suggestions have been made 

regarding PPM railcars to be used to 

provide passenger services elsewhere in 

northern England.  

¶ On the little used freight line from 

Sandbach to Northwich, and 

¶ Poulton-le-Fylde to Fleetwood ð re-

opening a mothballed line. 

OTHER LOCALITIES WITH 

POTENTIAL FOR LIGHTWEIGHT 

RAIL PASSENGER SERVICES 

Among the trickle of rail re-

opening proposals, there are 

bound to be a few to be taken 

with a pinch of salt.  In no 

particular order of preference are 

the following: 

¶ Oswestry to Gobowen - reopening 

¶ High Wycombe to Bourne End ð 

reconstruction 

¶ Stourbridge to Walsall ð 

enhancement of freight line 

¶ Boscarne via Bodmin General to 

Parkway ð heritage line shared 

¶ Bewdley to Kidderminster ð ditto 

¶ Amman Valley Line - freight line 

enhancement 

The óchordô of track requiring 

reinstatement seen in Google Earth image 

top centre 

In September 2005 PPM railcar No 12 

ran demonstration passenger services 

out of Leeming Bar Station.  In the 

picture WR chairman Ruth Annison 

meets John Parry 

Executives of CRIS meet directors of the 

Wensleydale Railway in order to 

formalise the free offer of services to the 

WR regarding the Northallerton óchordô 

Wirksworth Yard on the Ecclesbourne 

Valley Railway with PPM Car 10 

Railbus, which formerly ran in Bristol 
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FINANCE FOR LIGHTWEIGHT RAIL 
Potential also to assist introduction  

of tram trains 

PPML IS TO PROVIDE ASSISTANCE to 

the launch of Lightweight Community 

Transport Ltd.  Reported on in Parry 

News 47, LCT is being formed to provide 

asset-leasing services to operators of 

new local rail services, such as the use 

of PPMLõs railcars on independent lines 

where tracks exist but are currently only 

used by tourists.  Recognising the 

synergy between LCT and the 

cooperative movement, the process is 

being moved forward with cooperative 

business expertise.  There is much 

current discussion about ôtram trainsõ, 

vehicles which can operate out of 

ordinary stations but continue onto lines 

where lighter regulations are in force, 

governing signalling, crossings and even 

the possibility of running on street, 

sharing space with pedestrians and 

road vehicles.  The tram train, as used 

in Germany, has better visibility, braking 

and accessibility than a normal train ð 

sharing features common with modern 

street running trams.  PPMLõs next 

development of a bogie vehicle will 

address this market. 

The last thing on the minds of the folk 

who devised the UK railway franchising 

system was the desirability to make 

provision for introducing such radical 

technical innovations.  At present, 

changes in rolling stock use must wait 

for refranchising to come around, 

typically on a 6-7 year cycle.  Railway re-

openings including shared use of 

heritage lines supported by LCT finance 

could provide opportunities for the new 

tram trains to be brought into early use 

outside the franchise system. 

After further work on the LCT Business 

Plan, additional directors may be 

appointed, with Caspar Lucas, JPAõs 

technical director, as pro-tem chairman. 



SOME OF THE POOREST rural areas of 

Zambia are beginning to benefit from 

focussed intervention from the newly-

formed charity, Build IT International.  

This had been formed in 2005 in order 

to occupy a particular niche in non-

government organisation activity in 

developing countries.  What needed to 

be addressed were situations where 

market mechanisms and government 

interventions alone fail to activate a 

ôstalledõ local economy.  People are poor 

and remain poor despite the efforts of 

the aid agencies.  The key opportunity 

lay in the construction sector.  Here, with 

appropriate equipment, training and 

technical support, local people can at 

last participate, gaining livelihoods by 

becoming involved in the process of 

making and using basic materials used 

to build schools, clinics, offices and the 

hard surfaces in the areas of public 

congregation.  Such civic enhancements 

have a transforming effect especially 

where local resources are fully engaged. 

Building on results 

Build ITõs first two projects were to 

provide ancillary support in the 

form of technical assistance to two 

practical projects sponsored by 

other organisations, both using 

Parry building material technology 

in Vanuatu and Liberia.  The project 

to construct a large classroom 

block in Fiwila in Zambia is the first 

initiated and managed by the new 

charity.  Such has been the 

technical success and public 

acclaim Build IT has begun 

gathering resources in order to 

expand its activity to other locations 

such as Mikumbila.  The anticipated 

results ð more smart modern 

classrooms, more local manufacturing 

and construction, more livelihoods ð are 

the perfect formula for getting the 

economy moving. 

For more information go to 

www.builditinternational.org 

CONGRATULATIONS to one of our non-executive directors of 

Pre-Metro Operations Ltd, who has been appointed as a 

Visiting Professor by Birmingham City University (formerly 

University of Central England).  Professor Alan Wenban-

Smith has had a long association with the Parry People Mover 

venture, having helped to facilitate the first working demonstration 

of a PPM flywheel powered tram in Centenary Square, Birmingham, 

in November 1993.  At the time Alan was Assistant Director of 

Transportation of Birmingham City Council.  He is regarded as an 

authority on urban and regional economic development and 

transport planning. 
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Built IT associate technician 

supervising roof construction 

The construction team at Fiwila 

BUILD IT ZAMBIA 

EXPANSION 
New school classrooms in demand 

following success at Fiwila 

PMOL DIRECTOR NOW  A VISITING PROFESSOR RAINWATER COLLECTION SYSTEM 

INSTALLED AT RAILCAR DEPOT 

Early days for PPML: Alan Wenban-

Smith, second from left, participating 

in site visit to approve temporary track 

installation on which PPM Car 6 later 

provided demonstration services in 

November 1993 

Fiwila school nearing completion in 

2006 under a Build IT led project 

2007; Mikumbila school needs 

improvement - Build IT style! 

IN CONNECTION WITH the supply of two railcars to go 

into service next year, it has been necessary to prepare 

depot facilities to take care of security of the vehicles 

and also to provide a dry working environment for the 

maintenance crews.  The 

location of the depot is 

uniquely awkward with no 

site services for electricity 

and water and also no road 

access.  The Parry lightweight 

approach to construction has 

proved highly practical for the 

main building and the next 

aspect to deal with is water supply in order for the 

railcars to be washed at least weekly.  Starting first with 

a square adjacent building as the tool storeroom with a 

flat roof, the construction team has built a 2metre 

diameter curved water tank on 

top.  This is now collecting roof 

rain water which passes through a 

filter and will be fully adequate for 

the operatorsõ purposes. 


